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| THE Preſs might be employed 299 or 

' for it {lf according'ts the /Qood' or 

' Hurt its Labvrs have fpread -abroad\in 

the World.” Look on thenr'6n the onefide;. you 
will confeſs the Tears of the Preſs were but the 
Livery of jts'Gynlt ; nor is the -Paper'more frain« 
ed than ' Authors' or Readets/ 7 The' 'Fnventions - 


of Printing, whether as- miſchievous 'u5 that of 


Guns is * oubtful: The Ink hath in I, 
the Hiſtorianas wdlf 'as Naturaliſt will 'confelwn 
A 2 | For 


[2] 
For Empannel a Jury of Inqueſt, whence Learn- 
ing or Rehgion: hath beenp-opſencd,- and, Scri- 
bendi Cacoethes, -dabling-in Ink will be found 
Guilty ; For, | 

Learning hath Surfeited bs ; for amongſt 0. 
ther Exceſſes, that of Learning may Surteit us 
according to Tacitus, and this was true before 
Printing, when the- Cute of the 'Diſcaſe (moſt 
are fick (niſt te ſcire bec ſciat alter) of Publiſh- 
ing ; which was hatderiby tedfon of Laborious 
Tranſcription, Vanity or Contradictions, Em- 
ploying the Pen even then; Of -” yr er 

us the Gramm lead theVa 
ca faith, Qgatuor mil Libror Wo Bots it, br 

f _ hd a ſupervacua legiſſet,That he wrote 4000 
Books,mttera le Man if Fe had read-fo many-Pam- 
picts.;and-itr thoſ> Contrgverlics abgur ws th 
Country; whether 4nacreto! offended more i 
cantinence-or Intemperance, vc. moſt of them 
being ſtuffed with ſuch, or Grammatical Que- 
ſtiavs :-&;;Dj{caſe-gonrinued, if not increaſed 
face: Pririting,” two-much declining. thi ; for 
the Declentien.of Words. . Wacngſs fuck Jabo- 
rious Works in-(7 gigiſms, needle -(1 aſperſe 
nat;the wiſeChoice, of - uy. Dperies 1n- , tha 
301 
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L221 . 
Study) The Reſulr, it may. be, of many Pages, 
1s the Alteration of' a: Word or Letter, its Ad- 
dition, or Subſtration. O paintul' Waſte Pa- 
per! How empty is the Preſs oft-times-when 
fulleft'? Empty,we muſt acknowledge that which 
Vanity fillech, as. we may well think, when it 
ſtje:h- ſome Poctick Legend of ſome Love Mar- 
tyr, or ſome Pjous Romance, of more: than 
Saints ever 'd1d, or: ſoms "Fool, bufied abour 
Government, 4n the Negle& of-his own Afairs 
znd Sphere, What Pamphlets theſe Late Times 
hach twarmed wich, the Studious Shop-keeper 
knoweth,who fpendeth no ſmall time at the Bulk 
m-reading and cenfuring Modern Controverſies 
or News; and will be:readier-ro tc} you what 
the Times lack, than to ask you what you lack. 
We live 1-an Age wherein: was never leſs Quar- 
fer given to Paper.. Should Bocaline's : Parlia- 
ment of Parnoſtus be [called among us; ' I'fear 
our Shop3 would be filled with Printed, Waſte 
Paper, condemned 'to Tobacco, Fruit, Cc. 
Hardly:any Cap-Paper would be in-uſe; cill. thac 
of Legends, 'Pamphle:s, «gc. were ſpent. ' How 
juſtly-may we take up that Complaint in Strad. 
lib. r. Prelefhi 1; wherein he brings. .in Prin- 


t ters, 


[4] 7 
ters. complaining againſt Riming '(Portick they 
would: png mn -1nto: the: Freſs ; (ui 
gue nodiu ſomniant, bec mane lucem: videre illica 
geſtiant, already what Danger are we inof eat- 
10g'up Antichriſt confuted in the Bottom. of a 
Pie? 'Or to light-Tobaceo: with the dark, Hold; 
ings. Forth of New Lights ?: To ſee the! Antino; | 
mau Hony-Comb holding Phyfick: (at the Se+ 
cond: Hand): in a Stool-pan ſure;argueth a-Sur-/ - | 
feit ih the Preſs,' that thus (warmeth with;Vani- 
ty or Controverſies'; which is its worſt Faulc, 
as being the Miſchief of a Sadder and. engaging _ 
Con'equence.- Alas, what now-is che Preſs-but 
an|Oftice: of Contention, .ifiting rather Challen- 4 
ges than | Books? When | Pulpits..grow- hoarle 
with. Railing, then doth this take up the Quar- 
xe}, - that ofr-admitteth of no Arbitratar, - ſetting 
the World..&n Fire of Contention, Schi{m and 

 Herefice ;-mntroducing Strife, 'Wars, and 'Blood- | 
thed,. Alas, how mi{erably. is Truth- torn -by - 

Antilogies; and: little better than Scolding; and 
fafferech more by this Pen and Ink War, than 
by-P1ke:and' Blood-ſhed.: - 'By how much more 1 
captivating of Aſent, Saphiſtry ts thanSuecdly 
among zcaſoning - Souls: (:that coming nearer 
37 : Reaſon 


; 


5] 


Reaſon, than Succeſs, deth Juſtice.) And--we 
know Truth is oft watered by Martyrs Blood, 
receiving more Strength from the Red- Letterd 
Days in an Almanack, than whole: Tomes of 
Pro's.and Con's, And what Truths, Politicks 
6r Nows ſuffer by the Preſs, is Weekly expe- 
rienced : It ts nothing to kill a Man this Week, 
and with Ink, inſtead of Agua Vite, ferch him 
Alive the next; to drown two Admirals in one 
Werk, 'and to ' buoy them up again next; ſo- 
that many uf thoſe Pamphelets, may be berrer 
termed , The Weekly Bills of Traths any 
than Faichful Inelligences of Aﬀairs. - - - © 

' Not fareth it- better with Peace than! Truth :: 
the Feathers and Plume ſeconding the Quarrel 
of the Quill, from Inveighings to Invadings,. 
Decharations to Iefiince, Remonſtrances to Re- 
ſiſtance'; arid that to Blood, - - 
- The Preſs rippeh up the Faulcs and Diſgris 
cts of a Nation,' and then the Sword the Bow= 
ds of it. -- What Printing beginnerh by way of 
Chilletige! i& Corftmporaty Invenciony Gundy 
atiffvets | in Deftru#50n Attents, ©1 < 

'-And the enormicies of the- Preſs arecansd pare- 
ly by Writey, mid-puittty by Readers... 10410 


Among 


[6] 


- ;-Among Writers, ſome write to eat, as 'Beg« 


gars examine not the Vertues of BenefaQors , - 
but ſuch as they hope or find able or. willing, 


they piy ; be they good or bad,wiſc men or Fools, 
fo' do they beg of any Theme that.will ſell, rrye 
or falſe, good or bad, in Rime-or Proſe, :and 
char pitiful or paſſable ; all is one, Ink muſt carn 
Ale, and it may be Three penny Ordinaries; 
write they muſt againſt Things or Men (if. the 
Spirit of ContradiQion prove Saleable) that they 
can neither maſter nor conquer ; ſparing neither 


Bacons, Harveys, Digbys, Browns, 8c. though 


naught elſe do they obtain,except ſuch a Credic as 
he' did thar fer Diena's Temple on Fire, to per- 
petuate his Fame. | 
Another fort are diſcoverers of their affeQ1ions, 
by taking up. the Cudgels 0n one fide or other ; 
and it is come to that, now,that: Author ſcarce paſ- 
eth,chat writeth not Controverſies, Eccleſtaſtical,Po- 
litical, or Philoſophical; though far better it were 
for publick good there were more; (deſerving the 
Name of Jobannes de Mdagine): progreſſive Pio- 
neers in the Mines of Knowledge, than Contra 


ters of what-is ſound. ; ic would leflen the Number 


of Conciliators, which cannatthemſelves now write 
2407 | Ty but 
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but as engagedly byaſfed to one fide or other ; but 


heſe are Deſiderata wereor ſemper deſideranda, 
hings wanting,and to be defired (I fear) for ever. 
A Second Cauſe of the Enormities of the Prels, 


_ re Buyers, the Chapman's Vanity, and weaknel; 


»f Choice, maketh the Mart of lels worthy Books 
the bigger, Such is the Fate of Books, as of other 
Vare, the courler the Ware, the more the Seller 
'etteth by it : Examine the Truth, and it will 
oo evidently appear,that in theſe times the Book- 
eller hath frequently got the moſt, by thoſe Books * 
hat the Buyer hath got leaſt, being not only the 
uck of Rablais's Bookſeller, that was a Loſer by 
iis Book of Seneca, and Judgment, but abun- 
lantly repaired by that Ingenious Nothing, 7he 
Life of Garagantua and Pantagruel. What Age c- 
yer brought forth more, or bought more Printed 
Waſte Paper ? To read which, is the worlt ſpend- 
ing of Time (next the making them) and the 
rreater price given for them, and far above their 
Put - 

But the Diſtemper of the Preſs being fo vari- 
2us and hazardous, what Cures can we pro- 
zoſe | | 
Why truly, for them in Fieri, no ſuch Cor- 

B recting 


WW 


4 [8 ] 
| reting the Preſs, as breaking it 5 but the chief- « 
| ſt Help is Prophylafical, a Care preſervatory ; | 

+ alſo an Index Expurgatorius of Vanity and Whim- | 

fies, would fave Paper from being ſo ſtained, 

and would keep ic from Burning (it may be) by 
| - the Common Hangman, and ſo a Nation leſs 
| moleſted, idle perſons better employed : But not 
| to make our Eyes fore by only looking on the 
| Hart, let us turn them on the Benefits of a well | 
| Employed Preſs, and then we ſhall fee it a Mint T7 
| of folid worth, the good it hath done (and yer | 

[ may do) being ineſtimable; It 1s Truth, Armo- 

ry, the Book of Knowledge, and Nurſery of Re- 

| legion; a Battering Ram to deſtroy and Over- . 

throw the Mighty Walls of Herefie and Error,and 

alſo communicative of all wholeſome Learning 
and Science, and never ſuffering a want of the 

Sincere Milk of the Word , nor Pietys Prafiice 

to be out of Print (and that not only in one « 

Book) conſtantly iſſuing out Helps to Doing, as _ 

well as knowing our Duty : But the worth of 

the Warc-Houle will be beſt known by the 

+ | Wares, which are Books, which will herein ap- 
| pear ; which alſo no prudent man will deny that | 


they are, 


For 


— 
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9] 

For Company , good Friends; in Doubts, 
Counſellors; in Damps, Comforters ; Times 
Proſpettive ; the Home Traveller's Ship or Horſe, 
the buſie Man's beſt Recreation, the Opiate of Idle 
Wearineſs, the Minds beſt Ordinary , Natures 
Garden and Seed-Plot of Immortality ; Time ſpent 
needlefly from them is conſumed ; but with them 
twice gained; 7ime captivated and ſnatched 
from a Man by Incurfions of Bufineſs ; Zbefts or 
Viſitants, or by one's own Careleſsneſs loſt, is by 
theſe redeemed in Life ; they are the Souls Viati- 


cum.and againſt Death a Cordial. 
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READER. 


yo" Ei s Engl dreſen enbles a Shjp T aſſed with many 
WW 


aves, ptr Ys in danger of Ships 
wah bo Je to 'be on m that Rome and 
£ 


licity; with reſpe8t to its 
Relis ion rap Prop MY; 3. in the one, to over-throw God's 
Pi 5 bt the other, to put 4 period to our Proſperity, 

firing to __ us re rig in the lofs of our Eſtates ; or 


hy is] of our Souls : In the one, atm 
ow Ai hes ; in the other, to Deprive 
ad Spain 


Ow Bj ates they wool have, bit 
our Souls in the Bargam. But fo 
TT ”y pO ed them, and 


ring to hen 1s wait them with ln Prejudices 
| But 


At 


ME II 


Ree ERA i—_ TE CET Ye 


To the Reader. 


But both have Thriven alike, viz. The one beay diſco- 
Yered before put m Execution, _— ſo binded ; the other 


detefied timely,  þ ſe d; the like fortune bath 
befel their > 6 rther Defignes. Bat what effeft theſe 
gr0bing Conſpiracies may produce, we know not ; our Ene- 


mies reſtleſs to Di iſhob and Subvert us; ond our 
Eſcape 5 6 Ja and Doubtful : But however 
owr Indrſtry on our part is required, ſucceſs in Gods hands 
alone is ; we miſt ther efore work m domg our | 
Diligence, and wait -on God With Pativnce ;, : for at 
ſent our ſtate looks darkſome, as it is endeavoured cle 
| tobe Wuftrated in this ollowin 17 Dialogue, between Jrro: 
boam, a1 1ll-wiſher to our Ceod and Proſperity ; and ; 
one inclning to that Party that would deſtroy #5,m Empty- 
ing us of onr preſent cn and to make ns 
Sin, in endeavouring to Proſelyte us to them elves”: The 
- other is Jehu, one ſtanding for the Nations G | 
it may be on 4 rotten hens, ffeFting that in Notion, 
Thich he will not ſtand to in Reality; t : the Prolocutor' re- 
preſenting the preſent miſcrable ſtate W the Nation; to 
wir, either inclined to Popery,or but Talking Proteſtants; 
the one which is profeſſedly Naught, the others but ſeem 
ingly Differing ; the ProteStants in corde,in thei "et te, 
Jucb, are W "_ very fearce = 
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"2Ohk7 honelt ! ; very 
good ; bur I'le affure thee, Iam: 
Fak over-loadeni. thetcvrith : 
ob ine News? Sh 121 T yior ot oh nod! 

Jed,/ A,0fad News indeed? Poor: England 1s. 
Circumyented with Plots and Projedts, for: its 
Riiin'; Rome, France, Hell and he 
to' ſubyerr irs Profpeticy'?- hk vv! 2808 
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=1-6 | The P2eſent Hf{ate of England, we. 


pocrily, pretending a ſincerity of kindnels:for 

- but-in very Truth intending no 
other than a narrow narrow Spirit and Defign, for thy 
ſelf, in either being counted what thou art 


NEVET 


as onthe {RAT pip Yet revi prlop ane 


other, _ art art erred to my 
Paſſio thou, art evil, in ſtir- 
Sap I Whos, 


_—_ Lil choem 
in fo bo ing, char could yet 


Lad be I. »4F. 
IN y we bur 1 ave Glhel (thee 
as quick, thou ah nat in the ighe ay 
of thy odithebliportify;}h 
ponbe> ! Abnioc\ Fae, \Pramor, 
ig 99 9s ot 7 wo ; bon! ; 
: eb: >Bs Jaop,gbe-85 figh Y 7 
thou wilt, in very Truth; kya rthes;.. 
ini 1:6 tens, 1549.00 poo# C 
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oifeirwo Diſh; tb, Heel axe ner 
Prater, that _— any- Ge. tha bans: eve; 
a e A 


Jer. Come, come; with all thy whyning Hi- . 


not, or have tha:rankdfd wee" which thou 


SLtako 


| greatly, reganded. a 


8 The Prelen,Stats.of Englaod, rec 


1 #hy ir Peay Abc am well Ay wich 
your. .chwarting .'T wa Argu- 
ment, let us PS our \ Or Elves kom ſly-cdnter, 


and conſider. for our ,Satisfac ao 0 or at caltwiſe 
+own,. if -chan. art ablolie licely. unconceraed, 
ber ,oc .no..thy DE Cone Yſpers, 
or ; og a oder the..mo moſt burchening | TIEyanr 
CES, , 
3or.. Jebu; I 3 abrfig id EN Ne ſhould be 
Pu F: oy and ; Author 
Ly, whole incu uty it is: Bur know- 
ing thee to love Appl, and Pres in any 
ching, Aug thy. IE .of Ambicion, may. be 
gratifyed ward in in-ghy Diſcourle. 
6s Thoſe 6. nh Int herein ro "be 
concerned;.th pL honeſtly But 
however, , Na * *- geby ng aged t an 


abſolute. Un ne 

Flouril or Decay A ng Th to, y el NE 
injurious,. ſeft on; me, 
I tell chee, Thou = there thy Te 
Guile, whereof thou fo gh eſe ap in- 
aſmyich.2s rhou..( Om paſpae ed). WP; 


ling to touch as much as. *Þ off Eat] 
with. one of thy ge 


Frm of 
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(99 
JersSayiſtithoa' fo, then in/plan - Engliſh 1 
cal. thee,: Jrakecdaway:-: applauſe, and 'the bot- 
com' of thy Zeal falls out, 4nd. ther it” will | 
be cold,: Jebu; bur Jebu 1 knoiy thee, -in vain 
is iv for thee ro! endeavour-its Covert by Ly- 
ing, thou greatly affecteſt- Oſtenrarion; it*- is 
the very. Baſis of thy actions ; thou art. Cock-a- 
Hoop for this Man, that Man, this: Party, the 
other ; againſt this, for that ; -not * for that . 
ch: an one (is .an/:honeft Man, and ' ended- 
vours the: Nations 'good in the ' preſervation : 
of Religion, to which Hypocricically. ſo much 
thou pretendelt, and makeſt a noile about ; 
But char Jeb, Jebu:rmay-have Acclamations 0b 

Jebuis an, honeſt Man,and a good Proceſtatc! Un 
Jeb.. Come, leave thy wonted flouting, and 
ſevere cenſuring, by looking into - thy 'own 
Boſom, to lee whether no vain a Glory or Oſten- 
tation there dwelleth. 1 
Jer. Say. on,* what thou haſt in 'mind to 
ſpeak, feign would i be at ſomething where: 
by i ſelt-conceit in thee 'may-'be tickled, bur 
kno:v that He be none of thy Flatterers. 4f 
Jev.. Well, bur doit nor chink England to be 
brought to a low Ebb ? doſt not think it 6 be-it 
danger of Fey ; 
B Jer. 


ks a < 42'S Weg we 4 aw I = 


+ "—_—_ 
; Jer. Do not talk of Danger . of: Popery 7 
many mens brains are at a low' ebb, ando 
| m danger of Folly. . \' / + +»; 
| Jeb. Why cenainly thou wik not make pro- 
| clamation of thy felt to be ſuch a Villain, 
| with this diſcourſe thou entertaineſt thy To- 
l ry Companions, but take heed to what thou 
' now {ayeſt, or be it at thy Peril. 
Jr. Piſh Simpleton, 1 deny not a Popiſh Plot 
| in general, but I believe we make moxe noiſe > 
and ftir than needs, 1 cannot think: the Pa- | 
| pilts in general to be fo treacherous, therefore 


| | x why: ſhould we be fo obſtreperous ? 
| Jt. I know thee well to'-be a decliner to 
that wicked Party, but this would Idemand ; 7 
i in very deed their intentions of ſubverting 
the Government, and extirpating the Prote- 
| | ſane. Religion, are clearly. mamifeſted, - and | 
Y that by an harmonious teſtimony of ſeveral - 
: | before engaged in their curled Deſigns, and _ 

not. holding a Correſpondence together at 

that time,. yer not (diſagreeing. in their /De- 


poſitions, but unanimouſly confefling the 4 
main Body of the Papilts hexem to be 
concerned ? 


Jer. 


| | 
| | 
|| 
| 
| 
x | 


« 
hy | 


(ru) 
; Jer. | Whar man ) Every Papilt in England, 
Away, Away, be not fo credulons. ” 4 
ch. Some Pa | exempr, in ſaying the 
b. - body wt wor nh? bay be Saght 
be too poor to be erufted, 

Jer. Admirring-this, doft nor think the Preſ- 
byterians would eafily be indnced to be their 
Coadjutors ?' / - | ; 

]c.' No;''by no means, although falfly 
and wickedly accufed ; which Sham-Plots have 
ſo ' plainly and perfſpicuouſly been detected, 
infomuch char nothing remains to be ſaid, bur . 
Oui vult decipi dicipiatur ; who is more Blind than 
he who' will not ſee? who ſhall give heed 


'to that wicked Woman Mrs. Celler, or rather 


Devit Incarnate ? Who ſhall believe her for 
the ſake of the Bloody Blader ? who fhall give 
heed to fiich a 'piece of Jeſuited antiquity, a 
peerleſs Match ' for Impudence and Confi- 


dence ? | | 


Jer. Who ſhall give heed to thee, ſo oppro- 
briouſly defaming ? hath this Woman ever in- 
jured thee ? 

Jeb. Yes, ſhe hath me, inaſmuch as ſhe 
contrived the lubyerſion of the Nation in ge- 


B 2 neral, 


(/ 79, 
neral, and. ſo; conſequently of- my as l. am a 
varticular Meniber thereof; -. | 

Jer. Ay, | thou art [pedal Adembet there- 

of, AO More ak what becomes ef ir, than 
my Dog, {6 th y fat Garkals.) be: not ſtarved, 

r thy: full: Cofters exhauſted.'-- 

ag h. "Oh moſt uncharitable Wretch, wouldſt 
afford me no better Compariſon chan that of 
a Dog, in my! love, to-my,,Countrey;! loving 
| nothing | bur my. Intereſt, and what tends [ro 
its promotion ? but Jeroboam, I khow thee to be 
Wicked ; rell me 1 pray thee A 
non 'of famous, Mr. 1.e-S—. 

Jer.. Oh Mr.. Le-S— a' W worthy, Gentle- 
Eh S_*, 

Jeb. Of whar, of a Rope ?' 

ſer. Not.;as much as thy ſelf. - 

-Jeh. Mr. Le- $57 .and ſuch :as\-he cis, -are 
the Rats and Mice of the Kingdorti; diſturb- 
ing and dey 'ouring ; bur he has lately defend- 
ed. bimſelt from che Charge of being either 


Papiſt or . Jeſu, bur ' let his Works Praiſe 


im. 


Jer.. Ay, and. they do it better dia thy 


Prating praiſeth chee ; - But being we are a. 


Mo ltle 


(13) od 
licle eagaged' in-diſcourſe, Prichee what doſt 
hear of a- Popiſh/ Succeſſor? there is a migh- 
ty noiſe abour it. 

Jeh. Ay, and no wonder, for if to ſuch an 
one we were-in Subjeftion, how could we 
expect our Liberty and Property to be in 
2s ? | | | 

Jer. Ha ! Doſt not think him to be endow- 
ed with Nature, to love others, or at leaſt him- 
ſelf, tro have a Proſperous and Quiet Reign 
over peaceable Subjects, thongh- in Religion 
differing ? , | 

Jeb. No verily, do I not believe any ſuch 
thing. | 
Jer. But what if he will Promiſe it ? 

| Teb. 1 will believe him, ſo far as The cre- 
dic any Manon the Word of a Papiſt. 

Jer. Why Sir, a. Papiſt ; what has no Papiſt, 
doſt think, either Truth, Conſcience, or any 
thing in him looking like Religion, or Mo- 
ral honeſty ? 

Jeb. Ay,, Ay, Religion and Honeſty too, 
abundance of it they have, ( that 3s ) ſuch 
as it is: their Religion inſtructs them to Ru- 
ine, Kill, Maſſacre Proteſtants under the name 

of 
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:of Hereticks ; and theix Honeſty js to be-faith- 


full amongſt themlelyes, in 'their/ damnable 


Plots contrived in order hereunto, though it 
be managed with . the  vileſt Perjuries, Lyes, 


moſt falle Equivocations, and wretched'{t Pro- 


'teſtations, and thateven at the hour of Death, - 
in Vindication of the Church Catholick. 


er. Hie, Perjuries, Lies, Equivocations, and 


falle Proteſtations! and that when in Puntiun 


Mori, at the hour of Death, juſt entring ano- 


ther World, and fo in themſelves perſwaded, 


and 'to us profeſſing; and Chriſtians too, 
though in a different Paty from-. thy elf, 
would at that folemn hour pawn their Con- 
ſciegcies, and relinquiſh their hopes of a bet- 


_ ter Life; what art Mad to talk thus ? Doſt 


not think them then bona fide to declare the 
very truth ? 7H 
Jth. Come Jerry, be not Raſh and Foo- 
liſh, in the one by thinking ro deceive me, 
in the other by aiming to Vindicate them ; 
are not 'we well acquainted, that whatever is 
by them-ſpoken in defence of rcheir Church 
is Meritorious, and . any Diſcovery againſt it 
is damanable, according to their Religious and. 
"Th Honeſt 
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Honeſt Do&trine ? though in very Truth their” 
accounted Merit is Damnation, and a faithfull 
Diſcovery may through Gods Grace be a 

i means of opening a door for Mercy. 


Jer. But with all thy ſence, prithee what 

expectations of Mercy could theſe men pre- 
rend to, thus dying, as thou with all thy Cha- 
hp Jch. Only depending on a Popiſh Diſpen- 
fation, which as they ſay, gives them Abſolu- 
tion, as doubtleſly did Harcourt, Whitebread, 
Gavan, Turner, Fenwick, &c. and my Lord Staf-- 
ford ſince. 
L Jer. Piſh, a mad Fellow art thou, to feed. 
thy Fancy with ſuch prejudicial imagjinatians ;. 
what dolt not think them to be.men of 
greater ſence and Prudence than fo ? 

Jeb. No, it's well enough known, notwith- 
T ſanding all their Sence, Reaſon, Wiſdom: and 

Prudence, that they were Members of the 
Romiſh Communion, embracing the wicked Te- 
nents of that Church.; and that ſome of them. 
+ were Prieſts. and Jeſwts, ro whom it's natu- 
| ral to. Equivocate, and by practice can ma- 
: nage it with the greateſt Facility. 
| Jer. 
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Jer. Thou art ſo Obſtinate, I know. not 
what toſly to thee ; ' for me to go to perſwade 
thee contrary to thy received Opinion, were 
To. perſwade thee to believe thou art not a © 
man in ſubſtance and proportion, or that when 
- thou ſheweſt -thy folly, to perlwade thee to 
believe that therein thy (elf art not wile ; two 
arguments of equal difficulty to manage ; be- 
ing thy fears are ſo great of Popery, prithee 
tell me what thy Thoughts are [concerning 
the Blazing-Star which lately appeared ; does 
it not prelage ſome conliderable event ſhort- 
ly to follow it ? | 
Jeh. Yea certainly. | 
Jer. And may not that be good as well as 
bad ? may it not ſignifhe that the D. of 7. 
| ſhall reign many Years King of Englaid, in 
cale he ſurvives his Majeſty thatnow Governs, 
whom we all ought to pray for, that his Reign 
may be proſperous and long. 4 
Jeb. Ay Jerry, I believe that ict may be- 
roken ſuch a thing as thou ſpeakeft- of, but 
not- before his Head ' and . Face becomes as 
bright as the Star, and his Beard aslong and 
fall; the firit ro ſignihe his bright Muſtrous 


 Inno- 
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Innocency, and then the laſt follows in courſe, 
viz, his long reaching Dominions and Rule. 

Jer. Well for all thy Scoffs, I tell thee plain- 
ly that thou art a Raſcal, digeſt it as well 
as thou canſt, I believe for thy part, if thou 
livedſt under a Popiſh Government ſooner for 
thy pare wouldſt Turn chan Burn. 

Jeb. Burn Popery, 1 am perfwaded if ever 
it comes into. theſe Nations, it wilt not be, 
Will you turn Papiſt, br have your Carkaſs Froed ? 
No, but to Hack, Hew, Cur in pieces by {ud- 
den Maſlacring. 

Jer And how dolt think this will come to 

als? . | | 
Jeh. Nay, how ſhould I tell 2 certainly by 
. otirremilnels, and our Enemies Vigilancy; for 
they Watch for harm, whilſt we ſleep in ſe- 
curity as we vainly imagine. _*, 

Jer. What is requiſite in Order roour Ene- 
mies difappointraent, in thy Opinion, prichee ? 

]eþ. Certainly, ro, underſtand our own Ma- 
ladies, to flight our Enemies Smiles, nat to fup- 
poſe them to reſt, * becauſe they are not juſt 
now buſhing: '- 
7, Well, -come we ſhall have {ornething 
how. 


SS: -* Jeb. 


Jeb. And well too, thou mayeſt hear me 
if thou pleaſeſt. LON 

Jer. Go on. | 

Jeh. If we underſtand not our Maladies,- we 
can't apply ſuitable Remedies, and ſo our 
Diſeaſe my grow incurable ;. now the greateſt 


Malady infecting England is Popery, which 
would be brought. in; the effectual way of 
ſuppreſſing thereof, is indiſputably by the una- 
nimous conſent of King and Parhament, to- 
gether with good Officers, and Miniſters of 
State being Elected, and the Cankered Po- 
piſh turned out. 
The other way is to flight our Enemies . 
Smiles ; . better is the Frown. of a Friend than 
the Smile of an Enemy ; an Enemy ſmiles 
on us with his Forehead, but Murthers us in 
the mterim in his Heart ; his Smiles are Deceir 
and ruine, in that he cunningly looks like a 
Friend, that the bercer he may exert bis En- 
miry ; hence many are deceived, and moſt in- 
fallibly ruined; this is the reaſon why his 
intended Miſchief appears not, though aid 
open never ſo clearly, by reaſon itis cloaked 
under a confident Smile, and pretenſion.. to 
- | Amy, 
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Amity, : when' in [Reality there is- nothing - 
bur an intention of Enmity, and the ſoreſt and 
grievous hurt. . 

By. our reſting from. our Vigjilancy againſt 
them becauſe not alwayes Stirring, is dange- 
rous; for doubtleſs they lye {lumbering thar 
we may fall aſleep, and thereby with the 
greater advantage” they ariſe and deyour us : 
Bur it is time for me to depart, I would have 
had ſome more dilcourle with: thee; but the 


time permits not. 


Jer. Why, art Departing ? then I ſay Fare- 
well. Mr. Statelman. 

Jeb. Well, and I fay, pray be not ſuch a 
profeſſed. Enemy to thy Self, Nation, and. 
all : Do' not make it thy buſineſs to run 
about to. Diſparage the Kings Evidences, to 
make void the Plot, to render it as a Ridi- 
cule; for I tell thee, England is in no good: 
Condition, I-fear.. | 


Fer. And: ſo 1. believe thy Brains are, 
which run a. wooll-gathering, to I know not 


what. 
P's tb.. 
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Jeb. Some: other- chings 1 had. ro ſay'ito 
thee in our- Diſcourſe, bur: 1-- wave! them; 
next time we meet, we may-( by Divine 
leave ) Diſcourſe turther ; 3 At: "the preſens, 
Farewell. k 


.* fer. God bw ye. 2004 emer” wy 
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